Ground Water Notes
Permeability – the ability of the regolith (ground) to allow water to pass through.

· The speed at which water passes though is known as the permeability rate

· Something with a high permeability rate lets water pass through quickly

· Something with a low permeability rate lets water pass through slowly

What determines permeability? Pore Space
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Pore space is the space between inter connected particles.  

· The larger the particle the larger the pore space

· The larger the pore space the larger permeability rate
· Large particles such as sand and gravel are very permeable

· Small particles like silt and clay are less permeable

· Material that does not let water pass though is known as impermeable
Porosity – The amount of open pore space between particles

· This is dependent on shape, packing, and the sorting of particles

· Round shape has a higher porosity than angular.  The round shapes don’t


fit together like the angular shapes will.

-
Particles that are tightly packed have a higher lower porosity than those that are 

loosely packed

-
Particles that are porly sorted have a low porosity

















