Name: ______________________________________ Date: ___________________ Period: _____
Plate Tectonics:  What’s Happening?
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1.  What type of plate is this?

2.  Name the “S’ word that describes what the oceanic plate is doing?

3.  What is happening to the descending oceanic plate?

4.  Why is there a volcano at the edge of the continental plate?

5.  Why does the oceanic plate go under the continental rather the other way around?
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6.  What type of plate boundary is this?

7.  What is happening at the center where the 2 oceanic plates 

are moving apart?

8.  Where is the youngest seafloor located?

9.  Where is the oldest seafloor located?
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10.  The grey and white stripes you see in this illustration represent changing magnetic polarity.  White stripes represent “Reversed Polairty” and grey stripes represent “Normal Polarity”.
-Describe how and why this change in polarity occurs at a rift zone.

11.  What letter represents the youngest crust?
12.  What letter represents the oldest crust?

13.  Which letter would record the hottest 

temperature readings?

14.  Which letter would record the coolest 

temperature readings?


15.  Notice the direction of plate movement in the picture.  Where is the oldest volcano located?

16.  Name the oldest volcano.

17.  Where is the youngest volcano located?

18.  Name the youngest volcanic island.
19.  As the plate continues to move over time what will form south east of Hawaii (youngest island)?

20.  Which direction is the plate moving?
A
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