Notes on Observation and Inference

Observation- Using the human senses: Sight, Sound, Touch, Taste, Smell


Counting objects or taking measurements

Inference- using clues from what you can see to make a conclusion


Making an educated guess using observations

Observation or Inference?

The candle is red

The candle is using oxygen

The flame is yellow

The candle is cylindrical

The flame is giving off carbon dioxide

Wax is dripping down the candle

The candle is 4 inches high

The clouds are dark

It’s going to rain

The rock has sharp edges

The rock has holes in it

The rock is dark colored and has large mineral grains

The rock was formed mea the Earth’s surface

The surface temperature of the lake is 18.5 degrees C

Steaming water is hot

